Nonagricultural Uses
The restrictions in the Deed of Easement limit a preserved farm to agricultural uses. Once your farm has been
preserved, no nonagricultural uses will be allowed, except if otherwise outlined in the Deed of Easement or if they
occur within an exception area. Because nonagricultural uses are not related to agricultural production, they
cannot continue unless recorded in a Schedule B in the Deed of Easement or contained within an exception
area. Both of these options are designed to protect you and allow you to continue your nonagricultural
use into the future.

Schedule B Nonagricultural Use
Do you have a nonag use on your farm?
Some examples of a nonagricultural use include:
• An existing business, not related to your farm’s
agricultural production, located in your barn or home
• A lumber processing business that uses timber
produced/grown by other farmers
• A facility used to process or sell agricultural
products not raised on the farm or by the owner’s
farming operation
• A portion of your farm or structure on your farm
that is rented or used by someone else for a use or
business not related to the production of your farm
(e.g., equipment, vehicle parking, office)
• A portion of your farm or structure on your farm
that is used for the storage of agricultural products
or materials not derived from or intended for use on
your farm (e.g., grain/cold storage, parts, chemicals,
fertilizers)

This option allows you to continue your
nonagricultural use following the preservation
of your farm at the same scale and location it
is at the time of preservation. Before appraisals and
surveys are conducted, you will be asked to identify
and describe any nonagricultural uses occurring on
your farm. Details of the use(s), such as the type,
frequency, intensity, size and location, will be
recorded as a Schedule B and attached to the Deed
of Easement. This document binds your use to its
current parameters so that you cannot expand or
change it in the future.
Although you will still be paid for the land under the
use, this option provides you with little flexibility
and no opportunity to expand the use, change the
use, or start a new use in the future. Additionally,
if the current nonagricultural use ceases at some
point, you are not permitted to resume it in the
future.

Nonagricultural Uses in Exception Areas
You also have the option of excepting out some of your land under and surrounding a nonagricultural use(s)
from the Deed of Easement. This option provides you with maximum flexibility for your use in the future since the
land in exception areas is not subject to the restrictions of the Deed of Easement. Although you will not be paid for
the land in an exception area, you will be able to change, improve and expand your use within the exception area as
you wish, subject to all applicable local and state regulations.
An exception area around a nonagricultural use is ideal if you can foresee
the use or an area of your farm changing in the future. For instance, you may
have an older barn that is becoming too small for modern tractors and
your agricultural operation. Rather than razing it or allowing it to go
into disrepair, you may want to rent this space out to a carpenter or other
small business. By including the structure in an exception area, you maintain
the flexibility to repurpose an agricultural structure and adapt to the changes of
your farm.
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